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UNDERSTANDING THE HNS CONVENTION
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HNS ARE TRANSPORTED WORLDWIDE

Hazardous and noxious substances covered by the HNS Convention are defined by references to various IMO Conventions and Codes. These include: oils; other liquid substances defined as noxious or dangerous; liquefied gases; liquid substances with a flashpoint not exceeding 60oC; dangerous, hazardous and harmful materials and substances carried in packaged form or in containers; and solid bulk materials defined as possessing chemical hazards.

HNS:

· 216 million tonnes per year expected in 2015

· 2,000 types of HNS regularly transported by sea

Number of ships carrying HNS worldwide is growing, examples:

· Container ships carrying packaged HNS:

· ~ 2,600 in 2000

· ~ 5,000 in 2014

· LNG tankers:

· ~ 100 in 1998

· ~ 250 in 2007

· ~ 420 in 2014
· Chemical tankers:

· ~ 3,100 in 2005

· ~ 4,070 in 2013
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THE TRANSPORT CHAIN: FROM PREVENTION TO COMPENSATION

International regulations are in place for:

· Ship design, operations and safety on board

· Safe transport of dangerous goods

· Loading and unloading and safety of consumers

But in case of an HNS incident during transport by sea:

· No uniform and comprehensive international regime to compensate victims, cover clean-up costs and help restore the environment currently in force
· Dependant on national law
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HNS INCIDENTS DO HAPPEN
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CONSEQUENCES OF HNS INCIDENTS

The impacts of an HNS incident can be significant and costly.
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COMPENSATION TO VICTIMS

 International liability and compensation regimes are in place for:
· Oil as cargo;

· Bunker oil;

· Passengers; and,

· Wreck removal.

NO comprehensive and international regime in place for HNS incidents that includes:
· Strict liability and compulsory insurance with direct access to shipowners’ insurers and financial security providers
· Additional compensation from an international fund
· Coverage for resulting losses and damages (in accordance with the provisions of the HNS Convention)
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BENEFITS OF THE HNS CONVENTION

· The HNS Convention is based on the polluter pay principle of ensuring comprehensive compensation for victims who have suffered a loss or damage resulting from an HNS incident.
· It is an international regime that draws from a well tested system of international conventions for compensation for oil spills from tankers.

· There is uniform application in all States applying the HNS Convention. The system will be administered by States that are members of the regime, acting for the benefit of victims.

· The HNS Convention benefits all States (producing, receiving and coastal States) through a system of strict liability and a clear claims criteria.

· The shipping, oil, chemical, petrochemical and other heavy industries are committed to pay such compensation through an international system:

· Shipowners are held strictly liable backed by compulsory insurance that is state certified with direct action for claimants.

· Cargo owners contribute to an international compensation fund managed by States.

· Call to pay compensation is only when HNS incidents occur and approved claims need to be paid.

· Up to approximately US$350 million available per incident. 
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GOING FURTHER

· States are encouraged to become parties to the HNS Convention and bring it into force.
· Assistance from the IOPC Funds and IMO is available to States and the industry for implementing the Convention nationally.
· It is important to be proactive in ensuring adequate compensation is available in the event of an HNS incident.
· Website: www.hnsconvention.org 



















List of top 10 substances at risk (source IMO)























Images of sizes of ships carrying HNS














Map of busiest shipping routes and ports for bulk chemicals


























IMDG Code labels, marks and signs


























World map of HNS incidents
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HNS Incident #1
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Economic Losses:





Impacts on fisheries


Impacts on tourism


Interruption of navigation and port traffic

















Images and graphics representing above





Human Health and Safety:





Short-term and long-term health risks (e.g. toxic gas release, exposure to chemicals, etc.)


Death and personal injury (e.g. explosion)


Evacuation of local population
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Clean-Up and Environmental Impacts:





Preventive measures to minimize damages


Clean-up and removal costs


Impacts on wildlife and toxicity towards marine species


Restoration of sensitive habitats
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Various graphics to be determined





























Diagram showing system and its two tiers of compensation


























Further Information: logos, contact information of IOPC Funds and IMO








